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Martin Muehlstaetter Wins Gold and Silver in 2010 NRBC CRI -1*/Matt Mills Wins USEF Reining �
            With the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games less than six months away, reiners from around the world 
competed Sunday, April 18, in the 2010 National Reining Breeders Classic CRI-1* to qualify for the trip to Lexington, 
Kentucky, to represent their country.�
            Winning the gold and silver was Austrian Martin Muehlstaetter, who currently trains in Scottsdale, Arizona. He 
marked a 221.5 on Marilyn Fleek's Whiz N Lena Jac for a first place finish and a 221 on Jenny Loveland's Spin Me A Deal 
for second. He earned $723 on the first place horse and $592 on the other.�
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            "Both horses were pretty good," Martin said. "They were a little worn out as it was a long week. But both tried to be 
as good as they could."�
            Martin had also showed the horses in the CRI-2* event at the NRBC on Friday, April 16. He marked a 220 to place 
fifth on Spin Me A Deal, who is a 7-year-old gelding by Dealin Dirty and out of Peponita Cal Girl. On Whiz N Lena Jac, an 
8-year-old gelding by Topsail Whiz and out of Lena Lady Jac, he placed 11th with a 218.�
            It was the perfect end to a great week as Martin also won first and second in National Reining Horse Association 
Open Reining Ancillary on the two horses and collected two checks for $778 and $535. On Friday, Martin's wife, Kim 
Dooley, won more than $40,000 on Country Custom and the championship title in the NRBC Non Pro Finals.�
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            Along with the Austrian, Spaniard, Frenchman, Canadian, and Brazilian, 13 Americans also competed in the CRI 
to qualify for the U.S. Equestrian Federation Reining Championships, which is the Selection Trial for the World Equestrian 
Games. �

�	�������������������������
�����������
����������
 7������	����������	��	����8����3(54����*���	
���
����!��	���
���	��	�����
�)�������
����������	����� ���������	
�������������	��.������'����������	��%
� ���
/
���������&����!����������������������	����������� �����������9:!3������
����������������������
�)���) ���
�
��
����������	��%
����/
���������&�����'������
�� �����!�
            Receiving the bronze in the CRI-1* and winning the USEF portion of the class on April 18 was Scottsdale, Arizona, 
trainer Matt Mills, who was a member of Team USA at the 2006 FEI World Equestrian Games in Aachen, Germany. He 
marked a 218 on Melonie Montgomery- Ahlgren's Big League Yankee, a 10-year-old gelding by Rowdy Yankee and out of 
Cody Cee Cutter. On Friday, April 16, Matt and the gelding marked a 219 to tie for seventh in the CRI-2*/USEF Reining.�
            "He's really good and performed really well for me this week," Matt said.�
            However, he's not the horse Matt hopes to take to Lexington. Instead, that would be his 2006 World Equestrian 
Games mount: the 11-year-old stallion Easy Otie Whiz. �
            "He's still such an athletic horse with so much talent," Matt said of the Topsail Whiz son who has won almost 
$250,000 in the NRHA. "It would be a dream come true to take him to Kentucky this fall."�
            Reserve in the USEF reining was Jared Leclair, who marked a 217.5 on Pam Kaiser's Stoned Chick, a 10-year-old 
stallion by Smart Chic Olena and out of Docs San Stone.�
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Steve Archer Wins the NRBC Intermediate Open Gist S ilversmiths High -Point Buckle on 
Custom Strategy �
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Bonnie Hippensteel Wins 2010 NRBC Non Pro Ancillary  Championship on Hes Justa Benz �



            In a field of 13 Non Pro Riders for the National Reining Horse Association Non Pro (1) ancillary, Bonnie 
Hippensteel drew the first spot to show her 6-year-old gelding Hes Justa Benz in the Sunday, April 18, class at the 
National Reining Breeders Classic.�
            Bonnie, who made the trip to Katy, Texas, from Ocala, Florida, had tied with Michael Bulliard and My Royalty Chex 
with a 144 to share the win in the Non Pro Ancillary (2) on Saturday, April 17, in the East Arena. But even though Bonnie 
guided Bentley to a 218 in the big Coliseum pen in the Sunday class, she still had to wait for not only the 12 other Non Pro 
riders but also a set of 11 Intermediate Non Pros.�
            "When you draw up first, you give them something to run at, but I was still pretty anxious," Bonnie said. "There 
were a lot of good riders and good horses in there. There were a lot of people very qualified to win it."�
            Bonnie was not only up against her co-champion from Saturday, she also had to wait for top Non Pro riders Mandy 
McCutcheon, Kathleen Armenta, and Jeff Kirkbride to show. �
            But when the dust had settled, Bonnie and Bentley were still on top with their 218, winning a check for $2,049 and 
the Gist Silversmiths high-point champion buckle. "I won this a few years ago on one of my favorite horses, so to come 
back and do it again, I was very pleased," she said. �
            By Smart Starbuck and out of Justa Spring Freckle, Bentley has about $42,300 in NRHA lifetime earnings and 
Bonnie felt strongly he had a shot in the Classic Non Pro. "My dream when I came here was to make the finals on this 
horse," she said. "He was one of the few horses I ever brought here that I thought could really be competitive. And he is a 
great horse but he didn't want to play that day in the Classic prelims."�
            So Bonnie put Bentley in the Non Pro Ancillary class and it ended up paying off. "He's my new horse show horse 
now," she said with a laugh. "I know he can do that."�
            Sarah Willeman of Gloucester, Massachusetts, marked a 217.5 on her American Paint Horse Darlins Not Painted 
to win a check for $1,409. The 8-year-old mare, who has more than $157,000 in NRHA lifetime earnings, is by Smokin 
Chic Olena and out of Mi Hollywood Darlin.�
��

�

Jessica Sternberg and Ann Admonius Share Win in 2010 NRBC Intermediate Non Pr o Ancillary �
            Jessica Sternberg marked a 215 on Whizin Off Sparks in the National Reining Horse Association Intermediate 
Non Pro Ancillary at the 2010 National Reining Breeders Classic in Katy, Texas, on Sunday, April 18, to tie with Ann 



Admonius on Tivios Lil Dun It. Each rider received a check for $821 and a Morrison trophy.�
            Jessica, a former youth reiner from the United Kingdom, moved into the Non Pro ranks this year. Her 8-year-old 
mare, by Topsail Whiz and out of Setting Off Sparks, was the 2008 AQHA Senior Reining Reserve World Champion and 
has almost $86,000 in NRHA lifetime earnings as well as more than $16,000 in AQHA prize money.�
            "She was very good today," Jessica said. "I was very happy with her. She tried really hard."�
            Jessica also made it back to the NRBC Limited Non Pro Finals on Friday, April 16, on Pop Top Whiz where they 
placed 14th. "It was a very good show overall," she said. "It felt really, really good to be in the finals. It was amazing just 
being there."�
            And in September, Jessica will do another amazing thing when she joins her aunt, Francesca Sternberg, and 
uncle, Doug Allen, and two other riders in Lexington, Kentucky, to represent the United Kingdom for the 2010 Alltech FEI 
World Equestrian Games.�
            "I don't know if I'll be one of the riders yet, I might be the reserve, but I'll be there," she said. �
            Wearing her AQHA World Champion belt buckle for 3-year-old halter, Ann Admonius guided Tivios Lil Dun It to her 
first Morrison reining trophy. "It was an amazing ride this morning," the Ocala, Florida, rider said. "I showed halter and 
western pleasure for many years but I'm doing reining now. It's been a challenge but it's fun."�
            But with the help of her trainer Mark Rafacz, Ann has adapted to her new sport and now has a Morrison trophy. "It 
really makes your thinking processes step up," she said.�
            By Hollywood Dun It and out of Tivios Little Queen, "Mr. TO" has almost $60,000 in NRHA lifetime earnings. "This 
is a new horse for me," Ann said of the 5-year-old palomino gelding. "We bought him from Craig and Ginger Schmersal in 
December, so we're still in that learning curve but he's been a very good pony. �

"Matter of fact, he's been excellent all week here and all of the mistakes have been mine. I keep telling Mark that 
the dementia has set in so he has to forgive me," she added with a laugh.  �
��
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Karen Ladd and Lil Ruf Melody Win 2010 NRBC Ancillary Novice Horse Non Pro  Level 2 (2) �

When the last horse of the National Reining Horse Association Novice Horse Non Pro Level 2 
(2) Ancillary class at the 2010 National Reining Breeders Classic left the pen, Karen Ladd was 
ecstatic. She had won her first Morrison trophy on her horse Lil Ruf Melody! 
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