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Nick Valentine and Luckys Starlight Win 2010 NRBC L imited and Level 1 Open Championships �

            The Limited and Level 1 Open divisions were decided during the first section of Open Finals. 
Nick Valentine, of Tioga, Texas, won both on a 5-year-old stallion by former NRBC Champion 
Starlights Wrangler named Luckys Starlight. 

            Owned by Joan Cain, Luckys Starlight finished the finals with a 219.5, good for $12,142 in the 
Limited Open, and $1,725 in the Open Level 1. He and Valentine were also eligible in the 
Intermediate Open, and their sixth place finish netted an additional $8,720. 

            "I've showed him twice now - the first go and the Finals," he joked following the awards 
ceremony. "We did really well in the first go, so I just planned to go in for the finals and do exactly the 
same thing. I just did one maneuver at a time. I couldn't have asked for him to be any better." 

            Valentine has worked for NRHA Million Dollar Rider Dell Hendricks for over a year. It was 
Hendricks who piloted Starlights Wrangler to the NRBC Championship in 2002. In fact, he owns 
Starlights Wrangler with Sally Brotten, so the win was extra special. 

            "It's awesome to see his offspring compete. It's the best feeling in the world to watch them 



grow like that," Hendricks explained. "This horse reminds me more of Starlights Wrangler than any 
other horse I have ever shown. He's just good-hearted, he tries, and he never refuses anything." 

            Hendricks had been showing Luckys Starlight, but when it came time to decide who would 
show him at NRBC, the decision was easy. "I had three horses that I'd marked higher on. I felt like it 
was a better chance for the horse if Nick rode him. If I go and he marks a 219.5 it doesn't do the 
owner, the sire, or the horse any good because he stays in his stall. I knew Nick could get along with 
him and get him shown well, and he did," he said. "I'm pretty proud." 

            The Reserve Championship in the Limited Open was a tie between Thiago Boechat and his 
horse Steppin Off Sparks, and Bud Lyon and The Sweet Spot. Both marked a 219 and collected 
$6,467. Steppin Off Sparks is by Wimpys Little Step out of Setting Off Sparks.  

            Lyon and The Sweet Spot, by Mark This Spot out of Sugar Pop Gun, also finished Reserve in 
the Open Level 1, collecting $1,125. An eighth place finish in the Intermediate Open division garnered 
an additional $6,037. The Sweet Spot is owned by Mary Jo Greiff. 

 

Tim McQuay Wins Open Prime Time on Shining N Sassy �

            Former NRBC Open Champion Tim McQuay topped the Open Prime Time with his 2008 
NRHA Open Futurity Champion Shining N Sassy with a 222, collecting $2,400. But the accomplished 
trainer and the talented mare also finished in a thirteenth place tie in the Open division, worth an 
additional $20,000. 

            "It's the second year for the Prime Time. It's growing and there are a lot of people that are 
glad we had it." He joked, adding, "It's just going to keep getting bigger and bigger because we just 
keep getting older." 

            As one of the founding members of the NRBC, the show has a special place in his heart. "This 



show is great to me on two levels. It's so exciting to have such a great finals event. The event itself 
has done more than I ever dreamed it would do," he said. "To be in that finals is a great feeling. The 
best 4-, 5-, and 6-year-olds in the world come here to compete, so to make any of the finals is very 
special." 

            Tim also finished Reserve in the Prime Time on Rudy Dunit, by 2-time NRBC Open Champion 
Reminic N Dunit out of Lenas Ruby Chex. Rudy Dunit, owned by Claude Lindsey, also placed 
sixteenth in the Open division and collected an additional $13,000. 
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Bonnie Hippensteel and Michael Bulliard Share First  Place in the 2010 NRBC Non Pro (2) 
Ancillary �
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            Driving in from Ocala, Florida, Bonnie was disappointed when she and "Bentley" didn't make it back to the NRBC 
Non Pro finals so she decided to take the 6-year-old gelding to the East Arena and show in the Ancillary class.�
            "I was a lot happier today than I was in the go-round," Bonnie said. "He's my derby horse and it was pretty 
disappointing to come here and not make the finals. He just was not himself in the Classic but he came back and was 
more of the horse I know he can be here. So I was really pleased."�
            By Smart Starbuck and out of Justa Spring Freckle, Bentley has about $42,300 in NRHA lifetime earnings. He and 
Bonnie will be heading to Oklahoma City next for the NRHA Derby and will also show in a derby in South Carolina.�
            For Michael, the 144 was redemption for a bad go in the East Arena pen he had at a show in February on My 
Royalty Chex.�
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Ty Jenkins Wins 2010 NRBC Intermediate Non Pro Anci llary on Bay Shine �
            It was almost a 1,700-mile drive from Idaho Falls, Idaho, to Katy, Texas, for Ty Jenkins to come show his reining 
stallion Bay Shine at the 2010 National Reining Breeders Classic, but it turned out to be worth the trip.�
            Not only did Ty's trainer, Martin Padilla, mark a 219 on the 8-year-old stallion to place 10th in the $25,000 National 
Reining Horse Association Open 1 Reining on Friday, April 16, Bay Shine also earned his owner $600 and an NRHA 
pewter trophy when they marked a 143.5 to win the NRHA Intermediate Non Pro class on Saturday, April 17. "This is my 
second year of doing reining and he's just been great. He's perfect," Ty said.�
            By Shining Spark and out of Mainly Jac, Bay Shine has almost $45,000 in NRHA lifetime earnings. Although he 
only has two foals registered with AQHA, Ty said they have started breeding mares to him.�
            "We've enrolled him in the NRBC and in a few years, maybe some of his foals will show here in the Classic as 
well," Ty said.�
            In second was Jessica Sternberg, marking a 141.5 on Pop Top Whiz and earning a check for $471. �
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Devin Spencer Wins 2010 NRBC Youth 14 -18 Ancillary on Gunnin For Diamon ds �
            In 2005, Devin Spencer won her first reining buckle as a green rookie. �
            "It was the first class I ever showed in and it was at 1 o'clock in the morning and I won with a 74, which was 
probably not deserved," Devin recalled.�
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            The Evergreen, Colorado, high school senior earned $99 on the 7-year-old American Paint Horse Association 
gelding by Like A Diamond and out of BH Top Gun.�
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Cade McCutcheon Wins 2010 NRBC Youth 13 & Under and  10 & Under Short Stirrup on Okie 
Dun Did It �
            Cade McCutcheon's parents, Tom and Mandy McCutcheon, are both National Reining Horse Association Million 
Dollar Riders with many trophy buckles to their credit. And the 9-year-old has obviously inherited his parents' 
horsemanship talents as well, winning many short stirrup reining classes over the years. �
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Katherine Berg Wins 2010 NRBC Unrestricted Youth An cillary on Custom Foxy Lady �
            Katherine Berg marked a 142 on her 7-year-old mare Custom Foxy Lady to win the National Reining Horse 
Association Youth Unrestricted Ancillary class at the 2010 National Reining Breeders Classic on Saturday, April 17. The 
pair earned $27 for the feat. However, Katherine's talent in the reining pen has earned her even more - the opportunity to 
obtain a college degree in journalism.�
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            "He's so very helpful," she said. "He keeps it light, even when you do badly. Even though it's something serious, 
he makes a joke out of it and makes it not seem so bad."�
            Katherine and Foxy will be heading next to Oklahoma City in June for the NRHA Derby. After that, it's off to 
college.�
            Second place in the Unrestricted Youth Ancillary went to Nick Schmersal, who marked a 141 on Blazing In Black 
and earned $21.�
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