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When Jose Vazquez excited 

the Great Southwest Equestrian 
Center Coliseum Arena on Friday 
afternoon at the National Reining 
Breeders Classic Non Pro Finals, he 
was all smiles. The charismatic rider 
was sure he had won the 
Championship – and when his 
score, a 225, was announced, the 
celebrating began. 

 
Vazquez qualified three 

horse 
s for the Non Pro finals, but it was 
Wound By Juice, a 5-year-old mare 
by Smart Like Juice and out of Wind 
Her Up Shiner, on whom he won the 
title. “I really like this horse. Shawn 
Flarida has been helping me – he’s 
a great teacher. It’s obvious he did a 
great job today,” Vazquez noted.  

 
The Markham, Illinois, 

competitor became emotional when acknowledging his help. “It’s always a lot of fun to show, but it’s 
really fun to win. I try to do good because I have such good supporters – I don’t like to let them down,” 
he admitted. 

 
Along with the check for $37,783, the Non Pro title came with a hoard of prizes, highlighted by 

a year’s use of a 2-horse Featherlite trailer from Twin Cities Featherlite, a custom saddle from 
Equisport and Cleburne Saddlery, a Gist Silversmiths buckle, and the signature crystal championship 
trophy. 

 
Former NRBC Champion Josh Hattig earned the Reserve title on Dudes Whippersnapper, 

owned by Bradford Hattig. The talented palomino gelding, by Steadys Dude and out of Miss San 
Snap, marked a 222.5 in the finals competition, earning $22,999.  



 
Before George Lawrence won the Limited Non Pro title at the 2008 NRBC on 

ThisChicsdundreamin, he had only a few hundred dollars in earnings to his name. While he admitted 
he is always very nervous before he shows, the crowd couldn’t tell it as he piloted the 5-year-old mare 
by Magnum Chic Dream and out of Hermosa Dun It to a score of 221.5. 

“I had gotten a penalty on my spins in the prelims, so my goal was to stay out of the penalty 
box,” he admitted after the awards ceremony.  “I’m just happy overall because she had been injured 
for over a month. We were breeding her and she banged up her knee.” 

 
The college senior, who will graduate in May from Texas Christian University, had to balance 

school and horse show obligations throughout the week. “I wound up making three trips back and 
forth to Ft. Worth, so that was a little stressful. I had a test and a presentation,” he explained. 

 
Lawrence’s score not only earned the Intermediate Non Pro Championship check for $11,676 

and a Bob’s Custom Saddle sponsored by Fappani Performance Horses, it was also good for a piece 
of the 7-way tie for third place in the Non Pro, for an additional $11,616. The winning didn’t stop there, 
as ThisChicsdundreamin also earned $2,328 in the Non Pro Mare Bonus. 

 
Christy McElreath won the Intermediate Non Pro Reserve Championship on Gimme Major 

Bucks after opting out of a run-off for the title. The 19-year-old also won two other Non Pro titles – the 
Limited Non Pro and Level 1 Non Pro – with her score of 221.5. That means a saddle sponsored by 
Pard’s Western Store and another saddle sponsored by Broken Horn Saddlery.  

 
“I’m so excited. Money (Gimme Major Bucks) was such a good boy tonight. Winning the 

preliminaries was a once in a life-time experience, and this just made it even better,” she said. 
McElreath, of Prosper, Texas, has been riding with Pete Kyle, of Whitesboro, Texas, and has secured 
a spot on the Oklahoma State University Equestrian Team. 

 
Gimme Major Bucks, by Smart Starbuck and out of Majors Serendipity, has over $35,000 in 

lifetime earnings, and was purchased by McElreath five months ago through Tom McCutcheon.  
 
Lindy Longfellow earned the Prime Time Non Pro title and accompanying check for $1,725 on 

SLJ Sweet N Juicy with a score of 222. SLJ Sweet N Juicy is by Smart Like Juice and out of Jacks 
My Sugar Daddy. She also won the custom trophy saddle from Continental Saddlery. 

 
The National Reining Breeders Classic is the most successful stallion incentive program in 

reining history. In just twelve years, the NRBC has grown to include upwards of 275 subscribed 
stallions and in 2009, there were over 2,800 enrolled foals. Annually, the payout at the National 
Reining Breeders Classic exceeds $1.25 million. For information on the NRBC, visit the web site at 
www.nrbc.com or call 580-759-3939. 


